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Vienna. Haase protested that any Austrian aggression
could not have this consequence, since the alliance was
"purely defensive." "It was already clear to him/* writes
Haase's son and biographer, "that the Government pro-
posed to exploit the state of mind of the working classes,
who were hostile to Russian Czarism and Cossackism,
in order to arouse warlike enthusiasm"; and the biographer
adds that this in fact was the "orientation of opinion
which later led many workers into error."(?)
On July 29th Bethmann-Hollweg himself took the
initiative in securing an interview with the Reichstag
member Siidekum, who belonged to the Right or re-
visionist wing of the Socialist party. It was the morrow
of Austria's declaration of war on Serbia, and also the
day of the meeting of the committee of the Socialist
International in Brussels; which, to quote Scheidemann,
"took up a strong position against the threatened war
and adjured the workers of all countries to make demon-
strations." It was the day when Haase, in the name of
the German proletariat, made his indignant protest against
Austro-German policy.
The German Chancellor in this interview with Siidekum
outlined the political situation and "formulated his wishes
on the subject of the party's attitude, and in particular
the attitude of its Press"; and the result of this interview
enables us to form some idea of the nature of his sugges-
tions. Siidekum transmitted the Chancellor's "overtures"
to the headquarters of the party's executive committee.
On tie very same day he informed Bethmann-Hollweg
"that no strike action of any kind is contemplated," and
that the committee, "conscious of its responsibility,"
undertook to avoid in the Press the use of any phraseology
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